
WAC 246-840-505  Purposes of commission approval of nursing edu-
cation programs.  The commission approves nursing education programs 
to:

(1) Assure preparation for the safe and effective practice of 
nursing by setting minimum standards for nursing education programs 
preparing persons for licensure as registered nurses, practical 
nurses, advanced registered nurse practitioners, or for preparing 
nurses for additional graduate education or higher levels of nursing 
practice.

(2) Provide criteria for the approval, development, evaluation, 
and improvement of new and established nursing education programs.

(3) Assure graduates of nursing education programs are education-
ally prepared for licensure at the appropriate level of nursing prac-
tice.

(4) Facilitate interstate endorsement of graduates of commission 
approved nursing education programs.

(5) Assure nursing education standards for out-of-state distance 
learning nursing education programs placing students in Washington 
state for clinical or other practice experiences are equivalent to in-
state nursing education programs.

(6) Assure internationally educated nurses' educational prepara-
tion is equivalent to that of in-state nursing education programs.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.010, 18.79.110, 18.79.150, 18.79.190, 
and 18.79.240. WSR 16-17-082, § 246-840-505, filed 8/17/16, effective 
9/17/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.79.110 and 18.79.150. WSR 
05-12-058, § 246-840-505, filed 5/26/05, effective 6/26/05. Statutory 
Authority: RCW 18.79.110. WSR 95-21-072, § 246-840-505, filed 
10/16/95, effective 11/16/95.]
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